Itosu Anko:
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Kinjo Hiroshi (right) and Itosu Ango (left) at the Monument to Itosu
Anko, in its original location at Mawashi Furushima. Photo provided
by Kinjo Sensei during a visit to his home upon the formal introduction
of Patrick McCarthy. Itosu Ango was the adopted grandson of Itosu
Ankao.
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Joe Swift is one of the most
distinguished martial arts practitioners in
modern Karate. Those in the Karate world
are no strangers to his accomplishments.
This is not only because of his training and instruction, which is
marvelous from a technical aspect, or his admirably clear
historical approach to Karate in his literary works, but also because
of having a superior awareness of a Karate that embodies both
Eastern and Western culture and values. One can sense his deep
love for Karate and every task undertaken via these things. I think
he is literally a wonderful personification of a bridge between

Eastern and Western culture by making use of his native English
and perfect Japanese abilities, which both challenges and
encourages the rest of us.

This work is based on Swift Sensei’s own historical perspective,
and is, once again, a fine work that only he could produce. I truly
believe he will continue to press onward to further discoveries in
the Karate world, and serve as a formidable cultural bridge of East
and West.



